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Our Year in Review 

 

English classes ran from Sept 10, 2018 to May 8th, 2019.  We served 114 students in our 
English language classes this year, representing 38 different foreign countries and 24 
foreign languages. 

Our conversation groups met on Friday mornings and Wednesday nights and included a 
Summer ‘19 Saturday morning Walk & Talk group.  We also offered Community 
Conversation in partnership with the University of Iowa Conversation Center and MERGE. 

We matched 22 Friendship Pal pairs. 

We launched our Basic Computer Skills tutoring program in the spring with 7 students. 



We offered a weekly book club,  two medical information sessions, and  a month long 
winter intensive advanced grammar class, and a free non-alcoholic tailgating party and 
group trip to a free University of Iowa women’s soccer game. 

Our Help Desk served ten students with situations including navigating the purchase of a 
used car, finding emergency housing for two days, dealing with a complaint from 
neighbors, finding tutors, making job interview-related phone calls, transportation to and 
from class, arranging for translation services and scheduling an appointment at the UI 
Dental College, printing out Citizenship Test study flashcards and immigration forms, and 
dealing with the aftermath of a student who fell victim to a phone scammer. 

 

 

 

 
Volunteer Spotlight 
George Sauerberg 

 

 



 

George Sauerberg, a volunteer, is a teaching assistant, a Friendship Pal, and a 
participant in group conversations. He is a retired copy editor and newspaper 
writer who lives in Iowa City. 

  

He worked for the Milwaukee Sentinel, the Iowa City Press-Citizen, the Gazette, 
and Pearson. At the Gazette, he won a national award and a state award for 
headline writing and received national honorable mention for a sports feature 
story. He was also a writing coach for high school students who contributed 
articles to the Gazette. In 1986, George wrote ​The Pack Fights Back ​, a book about 
the Green Bay Packers. His work at Pearson included editing questions and answer 
options for standardized tests. He earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
journalism from Northwestern University, and he taught a journalism course at 
Milwaukee Area Technical College in 1987. 

  

“Friendship Community Project students are dedicated to improving their English,” 
George says. “We teach them about our language and culture but make the sessions 
fun, too. And I learn so much from them about their countries, languages, and 
cultures.” 

 

 

Donations 

We thank all of our donors this year, including: 

Hills Bank and Trust Company 

Green State University Credit Union 

Community Foundation of Johnson County (grant) 

Big Grove Brewery (Community Night fundraiser and raffle prizes) 

Hudson’s restaurant (Community Night fundraisers) 

John’s Grocery (supplies for fundraiser) 

7G Distribution (supplies for fundraiser) 



Andres Tasi (graphic design work) 

Yolanda Amaya (dry erase markrs) 

Shirley Vasik (second-hand folders and notebooks) 

Marcela Munos (forever stamps) 

UI President’s Office (can donations) 

UI International Programs (can donations) 

Financial donations from: Marcia Klingaman, Joanne and Douglas Madsen, Jim Jacobson, 
Muyi Wang, Maika Jerico, Darcy Lipsius, Padmaben Desai, Alessandra Bennicelli, Farhad 
and Almira Taghizadehs, Pam Creedon, Laurie and Daniel Cummins. 

 

Vounteers 

Teachers Wendy Labinger, Angie Hayes, Lo Whittington, Dona Saforek, John 
Loomis 

Classroom aides:  Pratiksa Desai, Mike Gregory, George Sauerberg, Nicole Hehr, 
Alex Marti, Erin Durian, Tim Goloshchpov, Jackson Guilford, Mallory Martens, 
Jessica Weiler  

Registrar/Communications/Tech:  Robert Richardson 

Program Director:  Susan Prepejchal 

Board Members:  Susan Prepejchal, Linda Schuchert, Yolanda Spears, Franco Pesce, 
Kay Nebergall, Livia Centeno 

Newsletter:  Laura Shoemaker 

Logic Model/Assessment, Dreyfus Grant application:  Asih Asikin-Garmager, Hacer 
Karamese, Daniela Cardoza 

Graphic design:  Andras Tasi 

Translations:  ElSiddig Yousuf, Gedo Bushra, Khalid Ali, Nancy Keith, Patrick 
Mawela, Grazi Kleber Mendes, Livia Centeno, Klaus Nsende, Stefania Acosta 

Fundraising:  Sylvia Dean, Susan Prepejchal, Marcela Munos, Guilherme Mendes, 
Grazi Kleber Mendez, George Sauerberg 

Website and Email:  Alexander Goloshchpov 



Conversation: Bob Richardson, Sue Otto, Mike Gregory, George Sauerbetg, John 
Loomis 

Book Club: Nicole Hehr 

Photography:  Gabriela Tobias, Bob Richardson 

Tutors:  Mallory Martens, Caroline Brown 

Consultation Sessions:  Stefanie Munster Scriven 

Computer Skills Tutoring:  Nebidita Roy 

Medical Information Sessions:  Hannah McAtee 

 

Calendar 2019-20  

English classes meet Monday and Wednesday, 9:45-11:30 AM at the Good News 
Bible Church, 845 Pepperwood Lane, Iowa City, when in session 

Fall Registration Sept 4 

First Fall Class Sept 9 

Thanksgiving Break Nov 25 and 27 

Winter Break  Dec 16-Feb 5 (Potluck Dec 11) 

First Spring Class Feb 5 

Spring Break March 15-21 

Last Spring class May 6 (Potluck May 6) 

 

Website: fcp-iowa.org.  Contact: ​info@fcp-iowa.org   
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